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Ladywood High Schoolôs tree of knowledge lives and grows, rooted in God, 

absorbing Maryôs love and life in Christ, 

 Through the years, the tree has blossomed and bloomed again and again 

and, on this 60th anniversary, we see that it has borne diamonds, diamonds  

representing all the young women who have passed through these halls, their 

beauty incandescent, glowing, each one a treasure. 

Like diamonds Ladywood graduates are enduring, burning brightly for all 

to see.  This light will illuminate a trail of blazing vision to carry out the gospel 

message of Christ and to live fully in the spirit of Blessed Mary Angela - 

ñInstilling Christ crucified in their hearts so that all their crosses will seem as 

roses.ò Such graduates are reason enough for Ladywoodôs 60 years of existence. 

Like a diamond there is no comparison for their worth as they go forth making a 

positive difference in the world conveying Ladywoodôs mission. 

 Ad multos annos. Ladywood! 

ñThe soul is placed in the body like a rough diamond, and 

must be polished, or the luster of it will never appear.ò  
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN  
 
Sixty years ago the Felician Sisters recognized the need for an all girlsô Catholic high school in 

Western Wayne County. Accordingly, Ladywood High School was founded on September 11, 

1950. Ladywood was named for its beautiful wooded property and dedicated to Our Lady  

under her title of Our Lady of the Woods. 



 

 

 
¶ Opening Prayer 

 
¶ Welcome:  Shea McParlane 

      Student Council President 
 
¶ Choir Selection 
 
¶ Testimonial:  Ms. Tracey Mocon 

      Alumna and Faculty Member 
 
¶ Testimonial:  Mrs. Peggy Cummins - Polinski  

   Parent and Board of Trustees Rep. 
 

¶ Choir Selection 
 
¶ Tributes:  Mrs. Kristine Sanders 

     Director, Admissions and  Marketing 
 
¶ Closing Address:  Sister Mary Ann Smith, CSSF 

          Principal 
 
¶ Closing Prayer in Song 
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LEADERSHIP  

 

Over these many years, Ladywood High School has attained a prominent presence in the greater 

Metro Detroit Area in keeping with a pledge made by the Felician Sisters: to educate young 

women with a challenging college preparatory program rooted in the Franciscan tradition. The 

Felician Sisters promised through their sponsorship of Ladywood High School not only to  

ensure academic excellence but also to provide for the spiritual and personal formation of the 

young ladies entrusted to their care. Therefore the nationally recognized success of Ladywood 

as an ñOutstanding American High Schoolò can be directly attributed to the devotion and core 

values of the Felician Sisters and the leadership they have provided for Ladywood High School 

for six decades. Here is a list of the Administrators whose lucid guidance has brought us to this 

day: 

 

1950 ï 55   Sr. Mary Laudine Paskiewicz 1972 ï75   Sr. Mary Dina Klamecki 

1955 ï 56   Sr. Mary Goodwin Hahn  1975 ï 78   Sr. Mary Janine Szantyka 

1956 ï 62   Sr. Mary Benigna Marczak 1978 ï 85   Sr. Mary DeSales Herman 

1962 ï 69   Sr. Mary Liliose Strzyzynski 1985 ï 92   Sr. Mary Alexander Mikolajczyk 

1969 ï 72   Sr. Barbara Ann Celesky  1992 ï Pr   Sr. Mary Ann Smith 

Sr. Mary Dina  
Klamecki 

Sr. Mary Janine 
Szantyka 

Sr. Mary DeSales 
Herman 

Sr. Mary Alexander 
Mikolajczyk 

Sr. Mary Ann 
Smith 

Deo Gratias from the Ladywood High School Community of Faith 

Sr. Barbara Ann 

Celesky 

Sr. Mary Laudine 

Paskiewicz 

Sr. Mary Goodwin 

Hahn 

Sr. Mary Benigna 

Marczak 

Sr. Mary Liliose 

Strzyzynski 

Your presence here today echoes the rejoicing of the fields and the trees of the woods where 

upon Ladywood sits.  For we gather here in jubilation .  Today we recognize Godôs goodness to 

us!  He has blessed us much in the past.  We live in the faith that He will not let us down in the 

future.  We celebrate a vision fulfilled. 


